A Study of the Epistles of Paul
NT Survey Lesson 103--Phil enon

I ntroduction: This short letter by Paul concerns a
sl ave by the nanme of Onesinus of whom Phil enon had
been the master. Onesinus, it seens, was converted
to Christ in Rone by Paul. Now Paul urges Phil enon
to forgive himof any wongs and then to give
Onesinmus up as his slave, if he so wishes, in order
that he mght help Paul in the work of preaching

t he gospel .

Lesson aim To teach the need to forgive those who
wrong us and to share thankfully with those who
work to save our souls.

Paul expresses thanks for Philenon's
liberality--Phile. 1:1-7

1. romwhomis this letter to Philenon? How is
Phi | emon descri bed?

2. To whom el se was the greeting of the letter
sent? (Probably, they were Philenon's wfe and
son, and the Christians who net with himfor

wor shi p) .
3. What is Paul's greeting in verse 3?

4. About what two featurtes of Phil enon had Paul
heard? (v. 50)

5. What had Philenmon's faith caused himto do to
the saints? (v. 6-7) How had Paul benefited
fromhearing of this? (v. 7)

Paul makes requests of Philenon--Phile. 1:8-
20

1. 1. Could Paul as an apostle have commanded or
ordered Philenon to conply with his requests?
Did he?

2. Paul appealed to Philenon as Paul, the and
of Christ Jesus.



. What is the nane of Philenon's slave (v. 10)7?
Why does Paul call Onesinus "ny child"? (Does
this nean Paul was Onesinus' father physically
or spiritually?)

. What did Paul hope that Philenon would do with
Onesinmus? (v. 12-13).

. How did Paul view Onesinus (v. 16)? How did
Paul want Philenon to view his slave?

.Did Paul think it was possible that Onesinus had
been parted from Philenon in order that he m ght
have hi m back forever? Do you think God m ght
have had a hand in this?

. What did Paul offer to do concerning any w ong
commtted or noney owed by Onesinus?

. What did Paul say Philenon owed hinf? D d Paul
hope that this would encourage Philenon to
return Onesinus to himfor service in the
gospel ?

. Do you think Paul's request of Philenon was
right or fair? Wy or why not?

osi ng plans and greetings--Phile. 1:21-25
. Did Paul expect Philenon to accept his request?

.Did Paul plan to stay with Phil enon when he
returned to Col ossae?

.Who was with Paul at this tine?



