
The Seven Bowls of Wrath 
 

(By these final plagues Jesus finishes the outpouring of His wrath upon His enemies). 
 
 

Bowls Description Scripture Referents Possible Meaning 
1st 

Rev. 16:1-2 
On the land: sores on the 

wicked 
Ex. 9:9-11 Judgments on source of livelihood 

on the land 
2nd 

Rev. 16:3 
On the sea: sea to blood, 

death of sea creatures 
Ex. 7:14-22 Judgment on source of livelihood 

on the sea 
3rd 

Rev. 16:4-7 
On rivers and springs:  

Became blood 
Ex. 7:14-22 Judgments on source of livelihood 

on the rivers and springs 
4th 

Rev. 16:8-9 
On the sun: people 
scorched with fire 

Gen. 19:23-29 Judgments on heavens, the sun 
now active in destruction 

5th 
Rev. 16:10-11 

On the throne: kingdom 
plunged into darkness 

Ex. 10:21-29 Afflictions that arise from moral 
degradation and spiritual darkness 

6th 
Rev. 16:12-16 

On the Euphrates: kings 
gathered for war 

Joel 3:2ff , Judges 5:19, 
2 Kg. 23:29 

Death from external sources 

7th 
Rev. 16:17-21 

Into the air: Great 
earthquake, huge 

hailstones 

Ex. 9:13-26, Overthrow of the great city and the 
cities of the nations 

 


