
A Study of the Wisdom Literature 
(OT Survey Lesson 210—Psalms 16-17) 

 
Introduction:  In Psalm 16 David expresses both his gratitude for the 
Lord’s blessings upon him and his trust that God will deliver him even 
from death itself.  Though David himself eventually succumbed to death 
as do all men, his own words found their fulfillment in his seed, Jesus 
Christ, who conquered death and brought the victory over death to all 
the faithful (Cf. Ac. 2:24-32). 
 
Lesson aim:   To show the fulfillment of David’s words in the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 
 

A prayer of faith in God’s preservation from death—Psalm 
16:1-11 
 
1. This psalm begins with what petition to God? (v. 1) 
  
2. What was David’s view of God? (v. 1b)  God’s saints? (v. 2) 
  
3. What did David believe would happen to those who turned away from 

the Lord to idols? (v. 4)  What he David say he would not do? 
  
4. In contrast to the idols, David’s faith was firmly in whom? (v. 5-6)  How 

did he feel about the inheritance he had received from God? 
  
5. Rather than worship idols, what did David purpose to do? (v. 7-8)  What 

blessings did he anticipate receiving as a result of this commitment to 
God? 

  
6. How did David hope to benefit spiritually from his faith? (v. 9)  

Physically? (v. 10) 
  
7. Instead of leading to death, serving God was for David a path to what? 

(v. 11) 
  
8. Thought question:  Having read the words of this psalm, discuss how 

Peter uses them in Ac. 2.   
 

A prayer for protection against oppressors—Psalm 17:1-15 



 
1. What does David call his plea to God? (v. 1)  This plea was not spoken 

with what kind of lips? 
  
2. How does David affirm his innocence before God? (v. 3)  To what did 

David attribute his righteous life? (v. 4-5) 
  
3. Make a list of David various petitions to God in v. 6-12.  What do these 

petitions mean?  How does David describe the efforts of the wicked in 
this section? 

  
4. What does David ask God to do to the wicked? (v. 13)  What does David 

call them? (v. 14)  How does he describe them? (v. 14) 
  
5. In contrast to the wicked, what was David’s hope? (v. 15) 
  
6. In what sense do you think David used the word “awake”? (of sleep, of 

resurrection from death) 


