
A Study of the Wisdom Literature 
(OT Survey Lesson 215—Psalms 25-26) 

 
Introduction:  Psalm 25 is filled with many appeals of David to God for 
protection, for forgiveness, and for guidance through life.  In Psalm 26 
David affirms his integrity as a righteous man and appeals to God on 
the basis of it to deliver him from his enemies. 
 
Lesson aim:   To show the commitment to righteousness that all must 
have who seek God’s blessings. 
 

A prayer for protection, guidance, and pardon—Psalm 25:1-22 
 
1. To whom did David say he “lifted up his soul” and “trusted”? (v. 1-2)  

What would be the result of this trust? (v. 3) 
  
2. What does David request of the Lord in v. 4-5?  Of what features of God 

does David speak? (v. 6)  What does he ask of God to do on the basis of 
them? (v. 7) 

  
3. In v. 8-10 David explains the reasons for asking for guidance and 

pardon.  What things did David affirm that the Lord does? (v. 8-9)  To 
whom does the Lord grant paths of lovingkindness and truth? (v. 10) 

  
4. What blessings can the man who fears the Lord expect from him? (v. 12-

15) 
  
5. What, in a general way, does David ask of God in the last paragraph? (v. 

16-22)  Make a list of the specific petitions in this paragraph. 
  
6. Finally, David’s thoughts move beyond himself to all the Lord’s people.  

What is final plea to God? (v. 22) 
 

A psalm requesting God’s vindication of a righteous man—
Psalm 26:1-12 
 
1. What is the key thought of this psalm? (v. 1) 
  



2. How would you describe David’s thoughts toward God in v. 2-3?  Is he 
boasting of his righteousness or simply affirming his attitude toward 
God? 

  
3. David’s integrity caused him not to do what things? (v. 4-5)  What things 

did David do because he wanted to be righteous? (v. 6-8) 
  
4. What was David’s attitude toward the tabernacle as the dwelling of God? 

(v. 8)  What does he plead with the Lord not to do? (v. 9) 
  
5. How does David describe these wicked men? (v. 10)  How did David 

intend to live? (v. 11) 
  
6. What place did David hope to occupy? (v. 12) 


