
A Study of the Wisdom Literature 
(OT Survey Lesson 217—Psalms 29-30) 

 
Introduction:  Both of these psalms are written in a spirit of celebration 
and joy.  In them David extols the glory of the Lord as seen in nature 
and the graciousness of the Lord as seen in the blessings of His people. 
 
Lesson aim:   To encourage everyone to express praise to the Lord for 
the blessings in their lives. 
 

A psalm praising the Lord’s glory as manifested in a storm—
Psalm 29:1-11 
This psalm seems to have been prompted by the great power of God as expressed in the storms that 
originate in the Mediterranean and pass over Palestine into the desert.  David  is reminded by these of 
God’s judgment of the earth and the subsequent blessing of His people as demonstrated in the Great 
Flood. 
 
1. What are the sons of the mighty urged to do? (v. 1-2)  To what are they to 

ascribe to the Lord?  How are they to worship him? 
  
2. How many times in v. 3-9 does the psalmist mention “the voice (sound) 

of the Lord”?  How does David describe the voice of the Lord? Make a 
list of things that the voice of the Lord is said to do? 

  
3. What affect do these things have in God’s temple? (v. 9) 
  
4. The present storm is a reminder of what other OT event? (v. 10)   The 

storm that destroyed the world demonstrated what about God? 
  
5. Yet from the storm came deliverance for whom?  Consequently the 

psalmist says that the Lord will do what for His people? 
  
6. Thought question:  Often today  various earthly storms (tornadoes, 

hurricanes, floods) are called “acts of God”.  Would it appropriate to 
consider them in a similar way as David viewed the storms he described?  
Why or why not? 

 



A psalm of dedication celebrating the Lord’s faithfulness in 
saving him from death—Psalm 30:1-12  
This psalm seems to have been occasioned by a deathly sickness that had overtaken David and perhaps 
hindered his occupation of a palace constructed for him.  Now upon his recovery he honors God at the 
dedication of the house. 
 
1. Why did David want to extol the Lord? (v. 1)  David’s enemies had not 

been able to do what? 
  
2. How did David describe the experience that has led him to praise the 

Lord? (v. 2-3) 
  
3. What did he urge the Lord’s people to do? (v. 4)  How does David 

describe the Lord’s dealings with His people? (v. 5) 
  
4. Apparently in v. 6 David describes an improper sense of security he had 

manifest during his time of prosperity.  What had David said during this 
time? (v. 6) 

  
5. The Lord seems to have allowed David to be smitten with a disease that 

he might sense his need for God.  By what did David now say his 
mountain had been made to stand strong? (v. 7) 

  
6. In his despair David cried to the Lord with what words? (v. 8-10) 
  
7. What changes had David’s prayer brought about in his life? (v. 11-12)  

To whom did David attribute these changes?  What did he want to do as a 
result? 

 


