
A Study of the Wisdom Literature 
(OT Survey Lesson 224—Psalms 42-43) 

 
Introduction:  Among the psalms are compositions written by others 
besides David, among them, the sons of Korah.  It is fascinating that 
their ancestor Korah had perished in rebellion against the Lord, but 
these descendants are memorialized in God’s song book as men of faith 
and devotion to God like David.   Since Psalm 43 continues the flow of 
thought from Psalm 42, many scholars consider them originally one 
psalm that had been divided into two.  It might be well to study them 
with this in mind.  
 
Lesson aim:   To show the longing that all should have for the 
opportunity to be in the Lord’s presence in worship. 
 

A prayer of longing for the opportunity to come again into the 
presence of the Lord in worship—Psalm 42:1-43:5 
 
1. To what did the psalmist liken his longing (panting) for God? (v. 1)  

What did he long to do? (v. 2) 
  
2. What was a particular source of grief to the writer? (v. 3)  What had he 

used to do? (v. 4) 
  
3. The psalmist comforts himself with what idea? (v. 5)  From where does 

the psalmist appear to write this psalm? (v. 6) 
  
4. Yet, the psalmist anticipated that the Lord will do what? (v. 8) 
  
5. What did the psalmist say he would say to God? (v. 9)  What would he 

say to his own soul? (v. 11) 
  
6. What did the psalmist ask God to do for him? (43:1) 
  
7. How did he describe those responsible for his plight? (43:1)  What did he 

ask the Lord to do? (v. 3)  What would this enable him to do? (v. 4) 
  
8. By what thoughts does the psalmist comfort himself during this time of 

separation from the dwelling of God? (v. 5) 


