
A Study of the Wisdom Literature 
(OT Survey Lesson 229—Psalms 52-54 ) 

 
Introduction:  All three of these psalms center around the conduct of 
wicked men who make life difficult for the righteous.  The theme of all 
three is that God will bring upon the wicked swift and complete 
destruction and save His people.  
 
Lesson aim:   To stress the outcome of a life of wickedness and deceit. 
 

A psalm concerning the destiny of the worldly man—Psalm 
52:1-9 
This psalm was prompted, according to the text note, by the episode (1 Sam. 22)  in which Doeg, through 
self-serving motivations, revealed information that led to David’s whereabouts and the slaughter of many 
innocent people in Nob.  Perhaps David is aware of the pride of Doeg in making this revelation and 
boasting of its aftermath. 
 
1. What question did David ask the wicked man? (v. 1)  Doeg apparently 

had spoken to acquire favor and wealth from Saul.  Yet, from whom did 
David indicate one could experience more enduring lovingkindness? 

  
2. What did the tongue of the wicked produce? (v. 2) 
  
3. What did David say the wicked man loved? (v. 3-4) 
  
4. How would God deal with the wicked man? (v. 5)  How would the 

righteous respond? (v. 6-7) 
  
5. In contrast to Doeg, how did David consider himself? (v. 8)  In what did 

he put his trust? 
  
6. How would this cause David to act? (v. 9) 
 
 

A statement of the wickedness of man and an appeal to God 
for deliverance from them—Psalm 53:1-6 
Delitsch prefers the idea that this psalm was originally David but reworked at a later time.  He feels this 
best explains some of the psalms features and the reference to the “captive people”.  Clearly, the psalm 
regardless of occasion is intended to show the end of those who do not fear God and persecute His people. 
 
1. How did David characterize the person who denied God’s existence? (v. 

1)  What kind of life did such a person live? 



  
2. David said God looked down from heaven to see what? (v. 2)  What did 

He find? (v. 3) 
  
3. How else could one describe the wicked? (v. 4)  What did they do with 

the righteous? 
  
4. However when God judged the wicked, in what condition were they? (v. 

5)  This is because God did what? 
  
5. For what did David long? (v. 6)  What would result? 
 

A prayer for deliverance when David was among the 
Philistines—Psalm 54:1-7 
The psalm text note indicates that this psalm was written during David’s flight from Saul.  The people of 
the vicinity of the wilderness of Ziph revealed to Saul David’s whereabouts and promised to deliver him 
into his hand (1 Sam. 23). 
 
1. For what did David pray? (v. 1-2)  Why? (v. 3) 
  
2. What did David affirm about the Lord? (v. 4)  What would He do to 

David’s enemies? (v. 5) 
  
3. How did David say he sacrificed to the Lord? (v. 6)  What else would he 

do? 
  
4. Why would David offer sacrifices and praise to God? (v. 7) 


