
A Study of the Wisdom Literature 
(OT Survey Lesson 232—Psalms 59-60) 

 
Introduction:  These two psalms of David were motivated by both 
personal and national crises.  In the first, David was under attack by 
men from Saul who sought his life.  In the second, Israel’s armies were 
under the attack of the Edomites.  Both therefore have the same theme, 
viz., prayer for God’s deliverance from these threats. 
 
Lesson aim:   To show that we depend upon God for victory over all 
enemies of truth and righteousness. 
 

A plea for protection from the men of Saul—Psalm 59:1-17 
This psalm, according the text note, was written by David when Saul sent men to watch the house of David 
and kill him (1 Sam. 19:11ff). 
 
1. Summarize David’s prayer in v. 1-2.  How did he describe his 

circumstances? (v. 3) 
  
2. Was this threat against David due to some sin on his part? (v. 3-4) 
  
3. David sees his own experience as a part of the greater conflict between 

those who honor God and those who do not.  For what then does David 
pray? (v. 5) 

  
4. How did David characterize the activities of those who sought his life? 

(v. 6-7)  How did be believe God viewed such things? (v. 8) 
  
5. Upon whom did David rely for strength and protection? (v. 9-10)  What 

did he urge God to do? (v. 11-13)  Why? 
  
6. David compared his enemies to what animal? (v. 14)  In contrast, what 

did David say he would do? (v. 16)  Why? 
  
7. Finally, how did David regard the Lord in such circumstances? (v. 17) 
 



A psalm of petition for help in battle against Edom–Psalm 
60:1-12 
This psalm most likely belongs to the period in David’s reign when Israel waged war with the people of 
Mesopotamia and their allies, the Syrians.  The Edomites apparently took the occasion to start their own 
war with Israel, as her troops were scattered far from home.  It appears that they won a temporary battle; 
but Joab’s armies were later to defeat them south of the Salt Sea (See 2 Sam. 8:3,13; 1 Chron. 18:12 for 
historical references to these events). 
 
1. With what complaint did the psalmist begin this psalm? (v. 1)  What did 

he appeal to God to do? 
  
2. David likened the defeat of Israel’s armies to what? (v. 2)  What did he 

appeal to God to do? 
  
3. What had the people experienced in this battle with the Edomites? (v. 3)  

Yet, what had God given Israel to display? (v. 4) 
  
4. David appeals to God’s love of Israel and asks Him to do what? (v. 5) 
  
5. What portions of Palestine had God had in the past belonged to Him? (v. 

6-8)  It is this past allotment of the land to Israel that gives David the 
confidence to ask the Lord to defeat the Edomites. 

  
6. What question does David raise in v. 9?  Did it appear that God had not 

gone with His armies? (v. 10) 
  
7. What then does David ask God to do? (v. 10)  Why? 
  
8. What hope did David have in God? (v. 12) 
 


