
A Study of the Wisdom Literature 
(OT Survey Lesson 233—Psalms 61-63) 

 
Introduction:  The rebellion of Absalom was a great test of David’s 
faith.  Yet, from this period come a number of psalms (among them 
these three) in which David expresses his great confidence that God 
would restore him to his position as king and to the Lord’s presence. 
 
Lesson aim:   To show the confidence one may have in God to restore 
him to His blessings. 
 

A psalm expressing faith in God’s deliverance—Psalm 61:1-8 
It is likely that this psalm was written during some time when David was separated from Jerusalem but had 
gained renewed confidence in God’s acceptance of him as king over Israel.  The time of Absalom’s 
rebellion and the defeat of his armies provides the most satisfactory occasion for this psalm. 
 
1. For what did David plead in this psalm?  (v. 1)  
  
2. From where does he issue his plea? (v. 2 )  What was the condition of his 

heart?  What was his request?  Why? (v. 3) 
  
3. What had God been to him in the past? (v. 4)  What had God heard in the 

past? (v. 5)  Consequently, what had David received from the Lord? 
  
4. What future confidence did David now have? (v. 6-7)  Because of this 

what would he be able to do? (v. 8) 
 

A psalm declaring God as the sole source of protection–Psalm 
62:1-12 
It is likely that this psalm also belongs to the period of Absalom’s rebellion. 
 
1. For whom alone did David say he waited? (v. 1-2)  How does David 

describe Him? 
  
2. What question does David address to his persecutors? (v. 30)  What had 

they counseled to do? (v. 4)  How does David describe them? 
  
3. Again David affirms that the source of his strength and hope is who? (v. 

5-7).  What does he urge all people to do? (v. 8) 
  



4. What did David say about men, whether of high rank or low rank? (v. 9)  
To what methods do men often resort to increase their wealth? (v. 10)  
What did David urge one to do “if riches increase”? 

  
5. David said, “power”  and “lovingkindness” belong to whom? (v. 11-12)  

What principle governs God’s judgment of men? 
 

A psalm declaring David’s satisfaction in his relationship with 
God and his confidence in God’s deliverance–Psalm 63:1-11 
This psalm’s text note indicates that this psalm belongs to a time when David was “in the wilderness”.  
Though some identify this with the period of David’s flight from Saul (1 Sam. 23:14), it is more likely due 
to David’s reference to himself as “the king” that it was written during the rebellion of Absalom (Cf. 2 
Sam. 15:23,28, 17:16) 
 
1. From where does David seem to write this psalm? (v. 1) The wilderness 

itself was a symbol of a life away from the presence of the Lord.  What 
does David do there? 

  
2. David recalled “seeing God” where? (v. 2)  What characteristics of God 

did he see there? 
  
3. What did David purpose to do? (v. 3-4)  What did he say about his soul? 

(v. 5) 
  
4. Where and when did David remember the Lord? (v. 6)  What had the 

Lord done for him? (v. 7)  Consequently, David’s soul did what? 
  
5. What did David say would happen to those who sought his life? (v. 9-10)  

Yet, he, “the king”, would do what? (v. 11) 
  
6. What did David say those who “swore by Him” (i.e. God) would do? (v. 

11)  Why? 
 


