
A Study of the Wisdom Literature 
(OT Survey Lesson 236—Psalms 68 ) 

 
Introduction:  This rather lengthy song has often challenged its readers.  
Perhaps it is best to see it as a hymn of war designed to encourage the 
troops to trust in the strength of the Lord as they face their enemies.  
The psalmist is assured of victory over the present enemy based on 
God’s gracious dealing with Israel.  As he looks to the future, He sees 
God bringing all nations under His mighty power.   In this sense, the 
psalm might even be considered Messianic in predicting the victory of 
the kingdom of God over all world powers. 
 
Lesson aim:   To show the power of God over everything. 
 

A psalm celebrating the victory of God over all earthly 
powers—Psalm 68:1-35 
Perhaps the best clue to the occasion of writing is the militant tone of the psalm suggesting a war and the 
reference to Bashan, which was the boundary between Israel and the Syrians.  It is likely that his psalm 
was composed by David to encourage his armies to trust in God for victory as they engaged in  a great 
war with the allied powers of Ammon and Syria. 
 
1. What does the psalmist call upon God to do in v. 1-2? 
  
2. What does he psalmist urge the righteous to do? (v. 3-4)  The psalmist 

describes the Lord by speaking of things He does.  What deeds of God 
reveal his love and care for His people?  (v. 5-6) 

  
3. To what  event does the psalmist refer in v. 7?  What was the earth’s 

reaction to the Lord’s presence? (v. 8) 
  
4. How did God confirm his inheritance when there was drought in the 

land? (v. 9-10) 
  
5. What are kings of armies said to do before the Lord? (v. 11-12) 
  
6. What mountain did the psalmist indicate God wanted to be His 

mountain? (v. 15-16)  Locate this area on a map and note what enemy 
powers of Israel are nearby. 

  



7. How many chariots are in God’s “army”? (v. 17)  What is God pictured 
as doing in v. 18?  What use did Paul make of this idea in describing 
Jesus’ victory over Satan? (Eph. 4:8) 

  
8. What else did the psalmist say the Lord did for his people? (v. 19-20)  It 

is this abiding love of God that gives the psalmist the confidence to say 
that God will do what? (v. 21-23) 

  
9. What is being pictured in v. 24-27?  (You might remember that the ark fo 

the covenant was often taken with the army into battle)  Who is present 
for this assembly? (v 26-27)  What are the people of Israel pictured as 
doing?  

  
10. God commanded what of His people? (v. 28)  What is it that causes 

foreign kings to bring gifts to God? (v. 29)  From what distant lands 
does the psalmist say they will come? (v. 31) 

  
11. Consequently who is urged to sing praises to the Lord? (v. 32)  How is 

He described? (v. 33)  What else are the people urged to do? (v. 34) 
  
12. The psalm ends with what statement about God? (v. 35)  What is He said 

to do for His people? 
 

 


