
A Study of the Wisdom Literature 
(OT Survey Lesson 244—Psalms 81-83) 

 
Introduction: With these three, the Asaphic psalms come to end.  In 
them we see a similarity in language and ideas with some of the other 
psalms with the same text-note description—“Of Asaph”. 
 
Lesson aim:   To show that all who oppose or misuse the truth of God 
will face the judgment of God. 
 

A psalm urging God’s people to return to Him—Psalm 81:1-16 
(This psalm might best be seen as a prelude to the celebration of a Jewish festival like the Passover.  The 
purpose of the psalm seems to be to call upon the Lord’s people to remember what He has done for them 
and to repent of their unfaithfulness to God). 
 
1. What did the psalmist urge the nation to do? (v. 1-3)  All of these actions 

were in obedience to what? (v. 4)  When had God established the 
ordinance that Israel seems to be celebrating? (v. 5)  Thus, the reference 
is to what Jewish feast? 

  
2. In v. 6-16 the poet pictures God as speaking directly to the people.  What 

had the Lord done for Joseph? (v. 6)  When Israel cried to the Lord for 
help, what had the Lord done? (v. 7) 

  
3. What did God urge Israel now to do to Him? (v. 8)  What did He want 

the people to remove from themselves? (v. 9)  What did the Lord claim to 
be to them? (v. 10)  What did He promise? 

  
4. As the Lord looks back on Israel’s past, what did He remember? (v. 11)  

What did God do in response? (v. 12)   
  
5. What did God wish His people would do? (v. 13)  What would be the 

result of this? (v. 14-16) 
 

A psalm rebuking unjust judges in the land of Israel—Psalm 
82:1-8 
(This psalm seems to be occasioned by a time when the leaders of Israel were misusing their office as 
teachers and judges of the people for their own advantage and that of the rich and powerful.) 
 



1. Where did the psalmist say God was taking His stand? (v. 1)  What were 
the rulers and judges of Israel doing? (v. 2)  What does the psalmist urge 
them to do? (v. 3-4) 

  
2. How did the psalmist describe Israel’s rulers? (v. 5)  How did this affect 

the “foundations” of the nation? 
  
3. As judges and spokesmen for God, the rulers and judges of Israel could 

in a sense be called what? (v. 6)  How did Jesus use this verse to answer 
those who rebuked him for claiming to be the Son of God? (See Jn. 
10:34) 

  
4. Yet, because of their unfaithfulness to their office, what did the psalmist 

say would happen to these “gods”? (v. 7) 
  
5. What did the psalmist then plead with God to do? (v. 8) 
 
A psalm imploring God to protect His people against a 
coalition of ungodly nations—Psalm 83:1-18  
(Delitzsch suggests that the best historical backdrop for this psalm is the attack on Israel by a league of  
nations during the days of Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 20:1-30).  You may recall that we also suggested this as 
the occasion for Psalm 46-48.  Together they described the whole picture—from the anguish of the threat 
to the celebration of victory. 
 
1. What did the psalmist plead with God to do? (v. 1)  Why? (v. 2-3)  What 

were the enemies of Israel saying? (v. 4) 
  
2. What nations were represented as a part of the coalition against Israel? (v. 

5-8) 
  
3. The psalmist asked God to deal with them as He had done with what 

other pagan kings? (v. 9-12) 
  
4. What did the psalmist urge God to do to these enemies? (v. 13-18)  Why? 
 


