
A Study of the Wisdom Literature 
(OT Survey Lesson 247—Psalms 89) 

 
Introduction:  Psalm 89 is based on the promise God made to David by 
Nathan that his dynasty would never come to an end (2 Sam. 7:14ff).  
However, the later history of Israel’s kings appears to contradict what 
God had said.  Ethan, faced with this dilemma, chose a solution of faith, 
trusting in God to keep his word even in the midst of that which seemed 
contradictory to it.  God in turn proved Himself to be faithful to His 
promise to David in a way far beyond any Israelite’s expectation.  For 
God’s promise to David finds its ultimate fulfillment in the kingdom of 
David’s descendant, Jesus Christ. 
 
Lesson aim:   To show how we should respond when God does not seem 
to fulfill his promises 
 

A psalm—Psalm 89:1-52 
(Delitzsch prefers to place this psalm at the end of Ethan’s life and during the days of Rehoboam.  During 
this time, the Egyptian Pharoah Shishak had invaded Palestine and spoiled many of the cities of Judah and 
had taken away the treasures of the king’s palace and the Lord’s house.) 
 
1. What two attributes of God did Ethan purpose to celebrate? (v. 1)  How 

had he expressed these ideas? (v. 2) 
  
2. What promise had God made to David? (v. 3)  Where is this promise 

located and when was it given to David? 
  
3. What did Ethan say praised the wonders of the Lord? (v. 5)  Was there 

another god like the Lord? (v. 6-8)  How did he say God had 
demonstrated His great power? (v. 9-10) 

  
4. God’s greatness is seen in that he possesses what? (v. 11-12)  What 

features of God contribute to His greatness? (v. 14)  How did God 
manifest His power among the people of Israel? (v. 15-18) 

  
5. Concerning what man had God given a special revelation? (v. 19-20)  

What did God say He would do for him? (v. 21-24)  What special 
relationship would he have with God? (v. 26-27)  What other promises 
did God make to him? (v. 28-29) 

  



6. What had the Lord promise to do to David’s descendants when they 
became disobedient? (v. 30-32)  Would God allow the disobedience of 
David’s successors to invalidate the promise of an everlasting kingdom? 
(v. 33-37) 

  
7. Yet, what in what condition did the psalmist now find the anointed king? 

(v. 38-45) 
  
8. What question did this condition prompt the psalmist to ask God? (v. 46-

48)  What did he urge God to do? 
  
9. What other question did the psalmist ask? (v. 49)  What did he urge God 

to remember? (v. 50-51) 
  
10.  (Thought question):  How did Ethan resolve the conflict between God’s 

promise and the condition of Israel upon writing?  What lesson can we 
learn from this? 


