
A Study of the Wisdom Literature 
(OT Survey Lesson 248—Psalms 90-91 ) 

 
Introduction:   Psalm 90 is an ancient prayer of Moses apparently 
written during the wilderness wanderings.  Psalm 91, by an anonymous 
author, urges the righteous to trust the protection of God . 
 
Lesson aim:   To show how we ought to live in view of our transitory 
nature. 
 

A psalm to the eternal God to bless dying men—Psalm 90:1-17 
(We should remember that, due to the unfaithfulness of Israel, Moses saw over a million people  die in the 
wilderness.  This experience made vivid the transitory nature of man in contrast with the eternity of God.) 
 
1. For how long did Moses say God had been the “dwelling place” of 

Israel? (v. 1)  Why was this possible? (v. 2) 
  
2. How did Moses describe man’s condition? (v. 3)  Yet with God, the 

longest spans of time are as what? (v. 4) 
  
3. With what metaphors did Moses describe man? (v. 5-6)  To what did 

Moses attribute man’s death? (v. 7-9) 
  
4. What did Moses indicate was the duration of man’s life on earth? (v. 10)  

What then? 
  
5. What lesson did Moses want others to learn from the fact that men die in 

the fury of God? (v. 11-12) 
  
6. What was Moses’ hope even in the face of so many deaths? (v. 13-15)  

What did he ask God to do? (v. 16-17) 
 
A psalm celebrating the security of those who trust in the 
Lord—Psalm 91:1-16 
(Satan quoted from this psalm in his temptation of Jesus.  The promises of the protection of the righteous 
set forth in this psalm must be balanced against other Biblical teaching concerning man’s responsibility and 
God’s purpose). 
 
1. What source of protection did the psalmist mention? (v. 1)  What can the 

righteous man say about God’s protection? (v. 2)  Why? (v. 3-4) 
  



2. Of what things did the psalmist say the righteous need not have fear? (v. 
5-7)  What principle did he indicate would keep him safe? (v. 8-9)  
Consequently, what would not befall him? (v. 10) 

  
3. To whom did the psalmist say God entrusted the care of His people? (v.  

11)  What did he say they would do? (v. 11-12)  What would they enable 
the righteous to do? (v. 13 

  
4. Upon what basis did the psalmist say the Lord would extend His 

protection? (v. 14)  What assurance could those who trust God have? (v. 
15)  What hope did he say they had? (v. 16) 

  
5. Thought question:  What is the main point of the psalm?  How did Satan 

misuse it’s teaching in Mt. 4?  To what extent do you believe God’s 
people are under his protection? 

 


