
A Study of the Wisdom Literature 
(OT Survey Lesson 254—Psalms 103-104 ) 

 
Introduction:   Both of these psalms, apparently by David, express 
God’s praiseworthiness.  The first stresses his character toward man.  
The second stresses his wisdom in superintending His creation.  Surely, 
both should cause us to “bless the Lord” as well. 
 
Lesson aim:   To urge the student to see the reasons why God is worthy 
of our continual praise. 
 

A psalm of praise for God’s character—Psalm 103:1-22 
 
1. What did David urge “his soul” to do? (v. 1-2)  What were some 

“benefits” he said God’s people received from Him? (v. 3-5) 

2. What had God done for the oppressed? (v. 6)  How else had He blessed 
His people? (v. 7) 

3. What features of God did David describe in v. 8-9?  How did David 
describe the Lord’s forgiveness? (v. 10-13) 

4. God’s forgiveness grows out of His awareness that we are what? (v. 14)  
To what did the psalmist compare man’s life? (v. 15-16) 

5. In contrast, what did David say about the Lord? (v. 17)  To whom does 
He manifest this faithfulness? (v. 18) 

6. What other feature of God is described in v. 19?  Who is urged also to 
“bless Him”? (v. 20-22) 

A psalm of praise for God’s care over His creation—Psalm 
104:1-35 
(Some commentators have noticed an interesting parallel between this psalm and the activity of the 
creation week recorded in Genesis one.  It is fascinating to think that David’s knowledge of that great 
creation hymn may have been the starting point in fashioning his own words of praise to God for His great 
creative work.) 
 
1. How does David describe God’s greatness? (v. 1)  What is God’s 

covering? (v. 2)  How is God’s power portrayed? (v. 3-4)  What use of v. 
4 did the Hebrew writer make in 1:7? 

  



2. What creative activity of God is described in v. 5-9? 
  
3. What is God pictured as supplying for the earth in v. 10-13? 
  
4. What things does God cause the earth to produce? (v. 14-15) 
  
5. What “home” does the Lord provide for the birds? (v. 16-17)  The wild 

goats and badgers? (v. 18) 
  
6. God governs what heavenly bodies? (v. 19)  How do man and beast 

respond to the times of darkness and light? (v. 20-23) 
  
7. What does the psalmist say about God’s works? (v. 24)  How is God’s 

wisdom seen in the sea? (v. 25-26) 
  
8. The whole creation then waits for God to do what? (v. 27-28)  Who is the 

source of their life? (v. 29-30) 
  
9. What does the psalmist want the Lord to do? (v. 31)  How does He 

display His power? (v. 32) 
  

10. The psalmist’s appreciation of God’s superintendence over the world 
makes  him want to do what? (v. 33-34) 

  
11. What fate does he pronounce upon the sinner? (v. 35) 
 
 
 
 


