
A Study of the Wisdom Literature 
(OT Survey Lesson 260—Psalms 113-115) 

 
Introduction:  All three of these psalms extol a God who helps His 
people.  The first is a psalm celebrating God’s deliverance of the lowly.  
The second is a historical psalm reminding God’s people of His past 
deliverance of them from Egyptian bondage.  The last one is a psalm, 
perhaps sung in preparation for battle, petitioning God for His help 
against a heathen power. 
 
Lesson aim:  To show that God is able to help His people. 
 

A psalm of praise to the Lord who exalts the humble—Psalm 
113:1-9 
 
1. Who in this psalm is urged to “praise the Lord”? (v. 1)  For how long? (v. 

2)  Over what part of the world? (v. 3)   
  
2. Why is the Lord to be praised? (v. 4) 
  
3. What questions does the psalmist ask to remind the reader of God’s 

greatness? (v. 5-6) 
  
4. What does God do for the poor and needy? (v. 7-8)  For the barren 

woman? 
 

A psalm celebrating God’s power over nature in the Exodus—
Psalm 114:1-8 
(The Jews read this psalm as part of the Passover festival.) 
 
1. This psalm concerns what time in Israel’s history? (v. 1)  What did God’s 

intervention cause to happen to Israel and Judah? (v. 2) 
  
2. The psalmist mentions what three geographical features? (v. 3)  What 

happened to each?  To what historical events do these statements in v. 5-
6 refer? 

  
3. What is the earth urged to do before the Lord? (v. 7)  How had He 

demonstrated His power? (v. 8) 



A psalm urging trust in the Lord for deliverance and 
blessing—Psalm 115:1-16 
(It is possible that this psalm was written as an encouragement in preparation for battle against a heathen 
power. The mention of the house of Aaron might suggest that the psalm was sung in connection with a 
sacrifice to the Lord in seeking His blessing against an enemy.) 
 
1. Who did the psalmist want to be glorified? (v. 1)  Because of what 

features of God? 
  
2. What question did the psalmist not want the nations to raise? (v. 2) 
  
3. What did the psalmist affirm about the God of Israel? (v. 3) 
  
4. How did he describe the idols of the heathen? (v. 4-7) 
  
5. What did he say would happen to those who make and trust in idols? (v. 

8) 
  
6. In whom is Israel and the house of Aaron urged to put their trust? (v. 9-

11)  What is God said to be to them? 
  
7. Who did the psalmist say God would bless? (v. 13) 
  
8. What blessings are pronounced upon those who trust in God? (v. 14-15) 
  
9. By what facts does the psalmist urge God to deliver His people? (v. 16-

17) 
  

10. Is the writer confident that God will hear this prayer? (v. 18) 
 


