Preacher’s
Pen points

Hindsight or Foresight?

“Hindsight alone is not wisdom, and secondguessing is not a strategy.” So the President said
to our nation Tuesday night as he gave his State
of the Union speech. I like that line and think it
could be a good motto for Christian living as
well.
Hindsight alone…
So often in spiritual life people depend far too
much on “hindsight”. Of course, the Bible
stresses the importance of looking back, of learning from one’s own mistakes as well as the mistakes of others. It was in this spirit that Paul urged
the Corinthians to soberly reflect upon the fall of
the Israelites in the wilderness of Sinai, reminding
them that “these things these things happened to
them as an example, and they were written for
our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages
have come.” (1 Cor. 10:11). In our personal lives,
repentance is often the product of hindsight as we
see where we made a wrong turn. When that happens we must have the attitude of Paul,
“forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 3:13-14). It is never bad to
look back on our life and ask, “Where I go
wrong?” But must we suffer the pain of multiple
and repeated mistakes when there is a better way
to live?
...Is Not Wisdom
Solomon prefaced his collection of proverbs with
this powerful and important statement: “The fear
of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools
despise wisdom and instruction.” (Prov. 1:7).
What Solomon urged his fellow-Jews to realize
was that the person who respects God already has
Page 2

an advantage in life. He has already made the first
step toward the knowledge we need for living. By
learning His will and honoring His way in our
lives we will have already avoided many of the
pitfalls and problems life may present; but in addition, we have put ourselves on the fast track to
real benefit. For as Paul put it, “...godliness is
profitable for all things, since it holds promise for
the present life and also for the life to come.” (1
Tim. 4:8).
So often we approach life much like we approach
a self-assembly purchase. We start putting things
together and then when we can’t figure out what
to do with the spare parts we actually read the
manual! We deceive ourselves into thinking that
we can get it done quicker if we ignore the instructions, only to learn that it took twice as long
because we didn’t know what we were doing.
Read the Manual in Advance!
Here’s the bottom line: Spaceship earth came
with an operation manual. That’s why I like this
acronym for the Bible: Basic Instruction Before
Leaving Earth! God has told us in advance what
we need to know. To use Peter’s words: “His
divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true
knowledge of Him who called us by His own
glory and excellence. (2 Pet. 1:3).
This is what excites me so much about our daily
reading program and prayer time. Every day we
read and pray we give ourselves the advantage of
God’s direction. The accumulated wisdom we
gain will guide our steps and give us many blessings. Instead of relying upon our “hindsight” we
are building a life on His foresight. That is a strategy for success! —Johnny Felker
Perry Heights

