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How did God describe the life-changing word by 
which He has communicated Himself to the world?  
What word would adequately describe the message 
of people like John the Baptist, Jesus, the apostles, 
and even Christians today?  The Holy Spirit chose a 
word from the Greeks that English translators have 
rendered "gospel" (euangellion).  What an appropri-
ate and marvelous word it is! 

The Meaning of the Word “Gospel” 

The word translated "gospel" is derived from two 
other words that describe its content--"eu" meaning 
"good" and "angelia" meaning "message or news".  
Hence, when we read the word "gospel" in the NT 
we need to think "good news" or "glad tidings".  
Similarly, those in the NT who preached the "good 
news" were called "euangelistes".  Quickly you see 
the resemblance to our derivative word "evangelist" 
(one who preaches the gospel). 

Implications for Us 

Understanding these definitions gives us all a clearer 
concept of what the New Testament is all about.  It 
is foremost a message of good tidings.  It declares 
how we can have life and have it more abundantly 
(Jn. 10:10).  It is profitable "not only for the life that 
now is but that which is to come" (1 Tim. 4:8).  It is 
God's answers to man's questions, His solutions to 
man's problems, His provision for man's needs.  No 
wonder Paul was not ashamed of it, "for it is the 
power of God for salvation to every one who be-
lieves..." (Rom. 1:16, NASV).  We ought not be 
ashamed of it either.  We have in our possession a 
message that all the world needs to hear! 

 

Understanding these definitions gives us a clearer 
concept of what our work is all about.  It is interest-
ing that early Christians, in spite of having suffered 
hardship in Jerusalem for believing in Jesus, went 
everywhere “preaching” the word (Ac. 8:4).  The 
word “preaching” is the verb form of the word 
“gospel”.  A fuller translation might be: “they went 
everywhere proclaiming good news”.  

Clearly, a part of preaching involves convicting the 
world of sin and showing them its severe conse-
quences.  But even so, this is done in order that we 
may tell them that there is a way of escape!  Let us 
not think of ourselves preeminently as lawyers seek-
ing to establish the wrongs of others, or judges de-
creeing their punishment, but “evangelists” who 
herald good tidings.  We point the way to God's 
answers, God's solutions, and God's provisions. 

In a time when “bad news” seems to be as near as a 
phone call or the next news cast, it should be re-
freshing for lost men to hear a message that contains 
“good news”.  Those with honest and good hearts 
will welcome such a message and the one who 
brings it.  Indeed, Paul said, "how beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news" (Is. 52:7). 

Share the “Good News” With Someone! 

In just a few weeks we will have a “gospel” meet-
ing.  Think about what we say by that term.  We are 
coming together to hear the “good news” presented 
by Ralph Walker.  I hope right now you are thinking 
about who needs to hear it and that you will invite 
them to come with you.  After all, it’s the best news 
you could ever share with your friends and 
neighbors!  —Johnny Felker  
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“Good News” to Share! 


